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I just about remember from school days long 

ago, being taught that when writing a story or 

something similar, one should always grab the attention of 

the reader with some dynamic, startling or controversial 

couple of paragraphs. Having looked back at my previous 

attempts, I realise that when in August 2020, the best I 

could do was to write about Covid, and in August 2021 

when I wrote about runner beans, I’d probably failed. 

I am able nevertheless this August, to report on the 

joyfully happy time that was had by all who came to the 

Platinum Jubilee Picnic event in the Hall. A full house 

was royally entertained with classical music, magic and a 

superb hour of Beatles’ songs. The following day, the rain 

eased over the Nettlefold Garden to allow by ballot, the 

naming of the tree as the ‘Elizabeth Oak’. 

I’m also happy to report that the former mangy fox 

continues to improve and now sports a bushy tail of which 

any fox would be proud. It’s become clear that like the 

one-eyed cat who used to help me out when I was short of 

ideas, the fox has several options in his search for free 

handouts. Another generation of goldfinches has been 

introduced to the feeders in the front garden and the return 

of a family of long tailed tits after a long absence is to be 

celebrated. The feeders are almost squirrel proof but until 

now that has never stopped determined efforts to get at the 

seed. This year however I’ve seen very few and wonder 

why. 

The Residents Association recently met Councillor Martin 

Brooks, when several issues raised by residents were 

discussed. We look forward to continuing to work closely 

with our elected representatives in the interests of Moor 

Pool. A meeting was also held with the City Council’s 

Conservation Officer who has agreed to revise the original 

Moor Pool Character and Appraisal document. Together 

with the Moor Pool Heritage Trust and the Moor Pool 

History and Preservation Society, we will be working 

hard to get this updated and ratified. 

I was recently taken on a tour of the allotments on the 

Estate by Rob Sutton and was amazed by the number of 

plots and the amount of open land that was in use. Having 

lived here for fifty-three years I suppose that it was about 

time. This was the enjoyable part of the afternoon. 

However, this pleasure was marred by the condition of the 

hedges and associated pathways that were created to allow 

access, not only to the allotments, but also to the road. 

Some were completely blocked: others were obstructed by 

dumped builders’ rubble; in some instances, the original 

 

hedge had grown into a line of trees. There were also 

numerous examples of fences being constructed inside the 

hedge, which had then been subsequently neglected. 

Andrew Hackett has been in touch with all allotment 

holders making clear where responsibility for the 

maintenance of hedges lies. That responsibility applies 

equally to all householders on the Estate and details, 

which I hope will clarify this, are given separately in this 

edition of the Duck (see page 3). Hedges are a protected 

feature of the Estate’s Conservation status but do need 

maintaining, not only in pathways, but also on road 

frontages where, in some instances, they have taken over 

sections of footpath. 

Almost finally, we look forward to the Annual Moor Pool 

Heritage Festival on Sunday 11th September, an 

opportunity to see Moor Pool expose itself for the 

wonderful place that it is. 

Finally, another reminder about scammers and con artists. 

I’m of an age considered to be a soft target, and on an 

almost daily basis receive phone calls offering me ways to 

improve my life and well-being. These I can manage with 

a few well-chosen words, but have almost fallen foul of 

sophisticated emails which are unrecognisable from the 

real thing. These purport to be from suppliers or 

organisations that I use. Again then, the message is watch 

out and stay safe. 

John 

 0121 426 2134 

johnwhealey@blueyonder.co.uk 

The relevant section of the e-mail sent to allotment holders 

regarding responsibility for maintain hedges and pathways is 

reproduced on page 3. 

http://www.moorpool.com
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Don’t Get in a Flap! 

If your Duck does not arrive, gets eaten 

by the dog, you want an extra copy or 

live off the estate, then the current issue 

can be downloaded from 

www.duck.moorpool.com. 

Past issues are also available from 

www.moorpool.com.  

Publication Dates 

Closing Date Publication Date 

24th September 2022 October 2022 

26th November 2022 December 2022 

28th January 2023 February 2023 

25th March 2023 April 2023 

27th May 2023 June 2023 

Please send letters and articles for inclusion to 
duck@moorpool.com before the closing date. 

MOORPOOL NEWS & WINE 

 

Please support your local shop 

Are you a member of the 

Moor Pool Heritage Trust? 

It costs nothing and will give you a chance to contribute 

to the running of the estate. If you have lived on the 

estate for over three years you can download further 

details and a joining form from:  

http://www.moorpoolhall.org.uk/images/
MPHT_individual_application_for_membership_2017.pdf  

Forthcoming Events 

Coffee Mornings 
(except December) 

Last Saturday of the month, 
10:30-12:00 

History Talk: Police Museum Tuesday, 2nd August 

Circle Cinema Sunday, September 4th 

Heritage Festival Sunday, 11th September 

Fungi Walk Friday, 16th September 

Circle Cinema Sunday, October 16th 

History Talk: Glass Museum Tuesday,  25th October 

History Talk : Bricks Tuesday,  22nd November 

Residents’ Association AGM Saturday, 28th January 2023 

Moor Pool Residents’ 

Association Subscriptions 

If you usually pay your annual subscription by cash at 

coffee mornings or similar events, could we encourage 

you to switch to payment by standing order? Or if this is 

not possible drop the cash through Maureen’s letter box. 

The modest sum of £5 per household helps to pay for 

the printing of The Duck and also helps to fund the 

Easter and Christmas activities. 

If you have not done so already, please consider joining. 

There’s a form on the back page with details. 

Sunday 4th September 

Directed by Kenneth Branagh. With Jude Hill, 
Lewis McAskie, Caitríona Balfe, Jamie Dornan     

7:15pm (doors open 6:15 pm) 

Belfast (12) 

Presents 

Oscar winning 

Selection of refreshments, including hot food available, so 
why not join us for a bite to eat and a chat before the film. 
B.Y.O.D.  

Non-members tickets £5 (£2 under 16). Member tickets £1.  

See our web site for trailers and membership details.  

info@circlecinema.co.uk  

www.circlecinema.co.uk  

Britain's first ever general election leaders' debate was on 
ITV in 2010 and moderated by Alistair Stewart. 

The highest temperature recorded was 56.7C in Death 
Valley. 

Most people are glued to their smartphones. 46% of 
smartphone users spend between 5 and 6 hours per day 
on their smartphone; the average adult spends three 
hours and 54 minutes on their mobile devices per day; on 
average, we pick up our smartphones between 150–344 
times per day (that’s once every 4 minutes).  

22.5% of state school pupils are now in receipt of free 
school meals, up from 13.6% four years ago. In the 
northeast of England, one in three children are eligible.  

A Conservative police and crime commissioner who vowed 
to crack down on speeding motorists has been banned 
from driving after breaking a 30mph limit five times within 
12 weeks.  

http://www.moorpool.com
http://www.duck.moorpool.com
http://www.moorpool.com
http://www.moorpoolhall.org.uk/images/MPHT_individual_application_for_membership_2017.pdf
http://www.moorpoolhall.org.uk/images/MPHT_individual_application_for_membership_2017.pdf
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In an e-mail to all allotment holders earlier this month, 

responsibility for maintaining the hedges and pathways was 

addressed in the hope of clarifying this thorny issue. As this 

applies equally to all residents, the relevant section is 

reproduced below: 

Ownership of the paths is not straightforward. Some are 

owned by the Trust, some by Grainger and others by 

individual residents. Nevertheless, responsibility for 

maintaining hedges does not lie with the path owners but is 

covered by the Estate Covenant and the Allotment letting 

rules. The relevant sections are: 

The Estate Covenants state. 

3.7 Keep the garden in good order and the hedges properly 

trimmed. 

The Allotment Letting Rules state. 

8.4. The cutting of hedges is the responsibility of the tenant. 

Hedges shall be kept in a neat manner and shall not be 

allowed to encroach onto or obstruct pathways. 

To summarise, if you are a property owner, freehold, leasehold 

or renting from Grainger, then maintaining hedges is your 

responsibility, extending to the outer side if you border an 

access path. If you rent privately, then you should consult your 

rental agreement to see if you or your landlord is responsible. 

Allotment holders should maintain their hedges in the same 

way, again on both sides if bordering an access path. 

Hedges and Pathways 

http://www.moorpool.com
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Circle Cinema 

With the inevitable covid caveat, 

we are planning our relaunch in 

the autumn after the distractions of 

holidays, Jubilees, Commonwealth 

games and the like. 

On September 4th we will be 

screening the Oscar winning Belfast (12). Directed by 

Kenneth Branagh. with Jude Hill, Lewis McAskie, 

Caitríona Balfe and Jamie Dornan, it tells the story of a 

young boy and his working-class Belfast family during 

the tumultuous late 1960s.  

On October 16th we are planning to screen The Duke 

(12) with Jim Broadbent and Helen Mirren. In 1961, 60-

year-old Kempton Bunton stole Goya's portrait of the 

Duke of Wellington from the National Gallery. He sent 

ransom notes saying that he would return the painting on 

condition that the government invested more in care for 

the elderly. What happened next became the stuff of 

legend.   

As always, we will keep everyone updated through our 

web site, social media, mailing lists and, of course, this 

publication. If you are not already on our mailing list and 

would like to be, please contact us through the link below.  

info@circlecinema.co.uk 

www.circlecinema.co.uk 

Club & Society News 

Moorpool Skittles Club 

Monday night sessions continue and 

how lovely it has been to get back to 

playing skittles. For the moment we 

are playing one session a week - 

Monday from 7.30. We have 

officially started our Summer Season, 

but in reality we have continued to 

meet as before - enjoying a light-hearted and informal 

evening reliving ‘skittles as of old!’ In ‘normal’ times pre-

pandemic we played three hands on the flat alley followed 

by a coffee break then three hands on the round alley - as 

yet we are playing straight through without a break but 

again it is hoped that we can resume that before too long. 

We remain cautious owing to the alley being a small 

space with limited ventilation. We are a small but friendly 

club, sessions for now do have some measures associated 

with keeping everyone safe due to Covid but that doesn't 

stop the fun and enjoyment. As we are a small group, 

especially as the holiday season has kicked in, there are 

evenings when we have to cancel a session at short notice 

so it is advisable to contact to check before arriving. It 

would be lovely to welcome visitors or new members to 

show off this little gem we have at Moorpool - sorry, over 

16years only due to insurance. Entrance to the alley is via 

the Lower Hall. Contact tsuzanne444@gmail.com or 

07757967264. 

Moor Pool Wildlife Group 

It’s the Big Butterfly Count again 

and I’ve been out in the garden 

looking for butterflies. But the 

days of seeing Buddleia bushes 

covered in Peacocks and Red 

Admirals seem to have vanished. 

According to Butterfly 

Conservation, half of our native 

butterflies are now on the red list which means they are 

endangered. There may be lots of reasons for the decline in 

numbers, most obviously climate change, loss of habitat, 

the use of pesticides. 

Apart from the Small and Large Whites (aka Cabbage 

Whites), the most common butterflies around Moor Pool 

are Holly Blue, Gatekeeper, Peacock, Red Admiral, 

Comma, Speckled Wood, Orange Tip, and Small 

Tortoiseshell. 

Holly Blue usually have two broods. In spring, eggs are 

laid on holly flowers which are the food plant of the 

caterpillar. In late summer, more eggs are laid but this time 

on the flowers of mature ivy. Gatekeeper and Speckled 

Wood lay their eggs in long grass and this is where the 

caterpillars feed and the pupae are hidden. Peacock, Red 

Admiral, Comma and Small Tortoiseshell all depend on 

nettles, lots of them, in full sun. Some pupate on the nettles, 

others in vegetation nearby. The Orange Tip largely uses 

Garlic Mustard. It’s worth remembering that not every 

white butterfly is a villain! The female Orange Tip is easily 

mistaken for a white or we could be looking at a Marbled 

White or Wood White, none of which will damage our veg. 

Is there anything we can do to help the butterflies? We can 

fill our gardens with flowers – and that’s great for us, too! 

Then we can stop using pesticides, leave areas of long 

grass, value nettles, be less tidy in our gardens and adopt a 

live and let live attitude to the little things that munch a leaf 

or two. Not everyone loves a caterpillar but it is, after all, 

just somebody’s baby. 

Going back to the Big Butterfly Count, Butterfly 

Conservation ask us to record zero if we don’t see any 

butterflies at all during our 15 minutes counting. Because 

zero is also a valid, if chilling, statistic.  

Cathy Perry, Wildlife Group 

Triskaidekaphobia is a fear of the number 13. There are 
ancient roots to this phobia. Perhaps the oldest known 
avoidance of 13 can be found in the Mesopotamian Code 
of Hammurabi, written in approximately 1760BC. The laws 
are numbered, but the number after 12 is omitted, just as 
hospitals, hotels and apartment blocks today often don’t 
have a 13th floor. In Viking mythology, Loki the trickster is 
said to be the 13th god. 

http://www.moorpool.com
http://www.circlecinema.co.uk
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Club & Society News 

Circle Cycling Club 

The Circle Cycling Club 

have recently expanded their 

group to include an Easy 

Rider team, which is a 

shorter journey route of 5-8 

miles, lead by a qualified 

cycling instructor. If you don't have your own bike, loan 

cycles are available for the ride. There is no charge, you 

just join the club and become a member, this covers you 

while you are cycling with our instructor. Traveling along 

cycle paths (mostly off roads). The more advanced cycling 

group still meet most Sunday mornings and travel 

between 15-20 miles. Please contact Moor Pool resident:-

Peter Stroud for further details on: 07763-40780  

Harborne Tenants Snooker Club 

Harborne Tenants Snooker 

Club, one of Harborne’s best 

kept secrets, has re-opened. 

Great News, the’ 6*REDS SNOOKER HANDICAP 

SERIES 2022/2023’ starts again this September. Look out 

the marvellous prizes. The friendly Mix-In, is now a 

regular fixture, every Wednesday 1-4pm, just turn up and 

play. Although these are only for members, joining 

couldn’t be easier. 

Membership runs from 1st April 2022 for the 2022-2023 

session, so please contact us if you are interested in 

joining.  

Please contact either  Glyn Davies on 0121 426 3034 or 

Bob Boucher on 0121 427 4200. 

Answers to August Crossword 

Moor Pool Reading Group 

The Moorpool Reading Group met this 

month to discuss the book ‘Such a Fun 

Life’, a debut novel published in 2019 by 

the American novelist Kiley Reid. Her 

book was long listed for the Booker Prize 

in 2020. 

The book is set in Philadelphia and explores the 

relationship between a young black babysitter and her 

well-intentioned employer. Shifting between the 

perspective of both characters, the author considers the 

experience of each in the relationship, framing it against 

both societal and individual identity challenges. The book 

has an informal and contemporary writing style with 

heavy between-character dialogue. 

The group had mixed views on the novel, however it 

sparked a lively debate about the themes of race, privilege 

and socio-economic divisions and identity in America. 

Whilst the structure and language were challenging, the 

group felt that such variety was welcome and broadened 

their reading experience. 

Our next meeting is on Thursday 22nd September at 

7:30pm in the Moor Pool Lower Hall, The Circle.  For 

further information please contact Gillian Morgan – 

gillianmorgan@blueyonder.co.uk 

Sudoku Solutions 

Across:  1) Handcart; 5) Lard; 9) Retired; 10) Flair; 11) Alto; 12) Springs; 14) Doling; 16) Editor; 19) Empties’ 21) Back; 24) Idiot; 25) Retreat; 
26) Eggs; 27) Eyes down; 

Down:   1) Hare; 2) Natal; 3) Cardoon; 4) Radish; 6) Against; 7) Derisory; 8) Afar; 13) Adhesive; 15) Lapwing; 17) Debates; 18) Astray; 20) Iota; 
22) Credo; 23) Stun 

70 years of house price growth. Back in 1952, when the 
Queen ascended the throne and Nationwide helpfully 
began its house price index, the average UK home cost 
£1,891. The index’s latest average is £260,771 – 139 times 
the 1952 level.  

http://www.moorpool.com
mailto:gillianmorgan@blueyonder.co.uk
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Nettlefold Notes 

Nettlefold gardener is Best in Show!!! The Gardener's 

World Live event at the NEC in June included a 'Beautiful 

Borders' competition. It is an event open to all comers and 

Cathy Perry – much to her surprise (honestly!) not only 

gained a Platinum Award (one of two) but also was 

judged Best Border in Show. Working with Nettlefold 

gardeners Mike Foster & Nik Attard, a border inspired by 

her winning entry is now a permanent feature  by the 

willow tree at the corner of Moorpool Avenue and 

Margaret Grove.  

Follow Nettlefold Gardens on Facebook and Twitter for 

more updates: @NettlefoldGdn www.moorpooltrust.com 

_______________ 

A mown lawn is a desert for wildlife. 1% of the world's 

surface is covered by human habitation; 12% are crops; 

only 15% is protected for nature; 28% is used by farm 

animals – which provide us with only 1% of our food and 

can only be herded if forests are cut down. 

Conclusion.........! For much more information read 

Regenesis: feeding the world without devouring the planet 

by George Monbiot   Publ: Allen Lane 

The market value of the meat industry is expected to rise 

from 838 billion U.S.dollars in 2020 to over a trillion by 

2025. 

If all the vertebrates vanished from our planet the insects 

would continue to thrive quite happily. If the insects 

disappeared we would not survive. - David Attenborough.  

History Corner 

The Olympic Torch 

Designed by Bernard Cuzner, 92, Carless Avenue 

We will be becoming familiar with the Commonwealth 

Games torch as it has continued its journey but we also 

have a locally designed Olympic torch entry. This piece 

was hand-made in silver. The octagonal sides had chased 

panels of oak leaves, acorns and rose briars. Crowned 

leopards' heads decorated the base of the pierced and 

chased finial. This was made for the 14th Olympiad held 

in London in 1948. 

Art competitions were held as part Olympics and medals 

were awarded in five categories (architecture, literature, 

music, painting, and sculpture), for works inspired by 

sport-related themes. The torch entitled ‘Silver Symbolic 

Torch’ was recorded as achieving an Honourable Mention 

and exhibited at the Victoria and Albert Museum in South 

Kensington. 

Bernard Cuzner was an important figure in the history of 

silversmithing in Birmingham. Apprenticed to his 

watchmaker father on leaving school, he abandoned 

watchmaking and went to work for a Birmingham Silver 

firm attending evening classes at the recently opened 

Vittoria Street School for jewellers and silversmiths under 

Robert Catterson Smith. He was a passionate believer in 

the Arts and Crafts tradition of hand-working, and was 

greatly influenced by other Birmingham silversmiths such 

as Arthur Gaskin. He began designing for Liberty's about 

1900 and various Liberty designs are attributed to him. In 

1910 he was appointed head of the Metalwork 

Department at the Birmingham School of Art in Margaret 

Street, a position he held until retirement in 1942. He 

continued to work as a silversmith until his death in 1956. 

These would be the final Games in which art competitions 

were held, after being in the official programme for all 

Games since 1912. At a meeting of the International 

Olympic Committee in 1949, it was decided to hold art 

exhibitions instead, as it was judged illogical to permit 

professionals to compete in the art competitions but only 

amateurs to compete in sporting events. 

Picture courtesy of the Worshipful Company of Goldsmiths. 

Moor Pool History & Preservation Society 

www.moorpoolgardensuburb.co.uk 

http://www.moorpool.com
http://www.moorpoolgardensuburb.co.uk
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Moor Pool Heritage Trust  

Summer is here and there has certainly been a lot of 

enjoyable activities in and around Moor Pool commencing 

with the Platinum Jubilee weekend back in early June. 

We’ve seen the return of our ever popular history talks, a 

full programme of summer activities for children at our 

Carless Ecology Centre (ongoing throughout the six weeks 

holiday) and the resumption of walks around our beautiful 

estate.  Schools have returned under the various 

educational programmes we offer, and it was great to see 

our collaboration again with Baskerville School.  We 

hosted ‘Moor Pool presents Keep Dancing’ - a tea dance in 

conjunction with Xpress-Yourself Dancing generously 

funded by the Creative City Bringing Communities 

Together programme of the Commonwealth Games.  This 

present weekend we are hosting the ‘Moor Pool Decathlon’ 

funded by Birmingham City Council’s Commonwealth 

Games Celebrating Communities Fund.   

Much of the above has been inspired by Louise Deakin, 

our Community Engagement Officer.  Louise has done so 

much and made such a big impact in the 10 months she has 

been with us.  It was with much mutual regret that we 

learnt she was leaving for a full time and permanent 

position in a similar role at Selly Manor under the wing of 

Bournville Village Trust.  We will miss her greatly but 

very much hope to see her back as a volunteer and at 

events.  Our loss is Selly Manor’s gain!   

The process has commenced to find Louise’s replacement.  

Please see the advert opposite, or view our website or 

Facebook page.  Or get in touch with me.   

I make mention of the Carless Ecology Centre.  Do go and 

have a look.  Its location is quite shy – go up the track by 9 

Carless Avenue or along the track off Wentworth Gate.  

There you will find a world of raised beds, a substantial 

greenhouse, cabin for meetings and general garden 

resources.  Since April, we’ve been using this for much of 

our outdoor related community and educational 

programming and to great effect.  Look at our Facebook 

site and posts for some of the lovely photographs. 

Lastly do note the date of the Moor Pool Festival on 

September 11th.  A big thank you to Barbara Nomikos as 

ever for tirelessly organising it. 

I, my fellow Trustees and Barbara Nomikos are always 

delighted to answer questions or look at suggestions.  Do 

get in touch – I’m on simon56.stirling@gmail.com or 

07757 790539. 

Wishing everyone a good late summer. 

Simon Stirling 

Chair 

Moor Pool Heritage Trust 

Supporting the Trust: 

Fund Raising through on-line shopping 

easyfundraising  

Please remember to use easyfundraising every time you 
shop online! Over 4,000 shops and sites will donate, so 
you can raise FREE donations for us no matter what you’re 
buying. These donations really help us out, so please sign 
up if you haven’t yet. It’s easy and FREE! You can get 
started at https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/
moorpoolheritagetrust/?utm_campaign=raise-
more&utm_content=en-n2 

Amazon 

You can no longer raise funds directly through 
easyfundraising.org.uk when shopping at Amazon but 
instead will be redirected to Amazon Smile where you can 
select Moor Pool Heritage Trust as the charity you wish to 
support. The direct link is https://smile.amazon.co.uk/
ch/1148252-0. If you then log in through 
smile.amazon.co.uk rather than amazon.co.uk you will be 
automatically linked to the charity you wish to support and 
0.5% of any purchases will be donated to the Trust.  

You can, of course, continue to use easyfundraising with 
other retailers. Our continuing thanks to those helping to 
raise funds for the Trust in this way.  

Passionate about Learning? 

Passionate about Community? 

Looking for variety in your work? 

If this is you, we have a fantastic opportunity waiting at 
Moor Pool Heritage Trust. 

If you want a role where every day is different, and where 
responsibility and innovation are encouraged, our 
Education & Engagement Officer role could be for you. 

We are looking for an enthusiastic creative person to join 
our dedicated team of Trustees, Staff and Volunteers. 

Moor Pool is a “hidden gem” in Birmingham – an historic 
garden suburb embracing heritage buildings, social 
heritage and green spaces.  The values of community lie at 
the heart of Moor Pool Heritage Trust.   

Developing and delivering a wide-ranging learning and 
activities programme, you will be responsible for bringing 
heritage to life for schools, visitors, resident and 
communities across Birmingham. 

Could you help us engage actively with our communities, 
and extend our reach? 

Please contact Simon Stirling on 
simon56.stirling@gmail.com for a Job Description, 
application form and to discuss. 

Application closing date 15 August 2022 

Interviews 25, 26, 30 August 2022 

http://www.moorpool.com
mailto:simon56.stirling@gmail.com
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/moorpoolheritagetrust/?utm_campaign=raise-more&utm_content=en-n2
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/moorpoolheritagetrust/?utm_campaign=raise-more&utm_content=en-n2
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/moorpoolheritagetrust/?utm_campaign=raise-more&utm_content=en-n2
https://smile.amazon.co.uk/ch/1148252-0
https://smile.amazon.co.uk/ch/1148252-0
mailto:simon56.stirling@gmail.com
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Update on Hall Activities from Barbara Nomikos, Hall Manager 

Moor Pool Heritage Festival  

Save the Date for the annual Moor Pool Heritage Festival 

on Sunday 11th September 11.00-15.00! This will be the 

13th Moor Pool Heritage Festival celebrated as part of 

Birmingham Heritage Week and the nationwide 

Heritage Open Days to celebrate Moor Pool’s heritage 

and community, an opportunity to find out about Moor 

Pool’s clubs, have a go at bowls, tennis, snooker, skittles 

and find out about local societies such as the Allotment 

Association and Moor Pool in Bloom. At Moor Pool Hall 

you can enjoy demos and music from our regular groups 

with something for all ages! 

The theme this year is ‘astounding inventions’, and you 

can find out how inventions have changed life at Moor 

Pool through time with a trail around Moor Pool and 

display in the Lower Hall. 

This year we also welcome back Sovereign Brass Band at 

the Circle! 

This is a lovely annual event, please get in touch if you 

fancy volunteering, it doesn’t have to be for the whole 

event, this event wouldn’t be possible without the help of 

our dedicated volunteers and community. We are looking 

for support in tea room (serving tea and cake), Cake 

Bakers (so we have something to serve!), Main 

Information desk (handing out programmes and 

welcoming visitors) and helping out with 20p’s at the 

Circle. 

Please let me know if you able to help out even if it is for a 

small amount of time -every little helps and it is a great 

way to enjoy the day and meet people!  

This month in history…historically September has seen 

children’s festivals take place at Moor Pool! 

On Saturday 14th September 1912 a children’s festival was 

held at the village green at Moor Pool Hall (the area which 

is now the Circle Tennis Club. There appears to have been 

lots of bunting, and a large hat wearing audience watching 

children dancing 

and playing 

instruments! So 

apart from the hats 

some things 

haven’t changed 

and you can still 

enjoy dancing and 

music at our own 

festival 100 years 

later. 

Hall use 

One off hire for parties and events continues to be busy at 

the hall. Below are the regular classes that take place, some 

will be taking a break during the Summer. Many of them 

will be participating in the Moor Pool Heritage Festival so 

you can find out more! 

ADULT CLASSES:  

Pilates: (Monday 13.30pm & Wednesday 15.30pm ) 

contact Nicola www.nt-pt.co.uk 07935927685  

Jen’s Line Dancing: (Monday & Wednesday) Contact Jen 

on 07486 511146 

Rifle Club (Monday and Wednesday evening) 

Legs, Bums and Tums (Wednesday 18.00pm) contact 

www.debsvirtualclasses.com/book-online  

Yoga: (Monday 19.30pm ) Contact Amy on 07554 654 007 

www.myyoga.tips 

Harborne Village Women’s Institute: (2nd Tuesday of the 

month) 

Female Fitness Matters: Pregnancy and Post Natal fitness 

(Wednesday) Contact Kerry  

www.femalefitnessmatters.co.uk (off in August) 

Yoga: (Thursday 19.30pm) Contact Abi on 07866481954 

abi@yogahart.co.uk  

Keep Dancing (Tuesday 13.30pm ) over 50’s dance contact 

Faye www.xpress-yourself.co.uk  

Senior Ladies Keep Fit (Thursday 14.00pm) contact 

Shirley 07530244417 (Term-time only) 

Capoeira (Saturday 10am ) Brazilian dance contact 

Mathew at cenoura@hotmail.co.uk 

CHILDREN’S CLASSES: 

Bilingua-Sing: French & Spanish children singing (Monday 

& Tuesday) https:/bilinguasing.com/birmingham_south  

lucy@bilinguasing.com 07539863024 (Term-time only) 

Little Kickers: Football for under 7 years olds. Toddler 

sessions (Tuesday am ) Pre-school and after-school sessions 

(Tuesday pm) Call 07545236917 

email: westmidlands@littlekickers.co.uk 

Baby Glowbugs: (Thursday) https://

www.babyglowbugs.co.uk/ (term-time only but 2 weeks 

holiday sessions) 

One Day Theatre (Monday & Thursday after school ) 5-14 

year old performing arts please email 

hello@onedaytheatre.org or call 07792811562 (Term-time 

only) 

Baby Ballet: (Thursday am) www.babyballet.co.uk  (Term

-time only) 

Rhythm-Time (Friday): Music classes for babies to pre-

schoolers 0121 447 7632 www.rhythmtime.net (Term time 

only) 

Mezzo Dance: commercial and ballet classes for children 

and young adults. (Friday after school) https://

www.mezzodancecompany.co.uk/ (off in August) 

Moor Pool Toddler Group Stay and Play (Friday 10.00-

11.30) drop in £3.00 (returns in September) 

Barbara Nomikos (Hall Manager)    

manager@moorpoolhall.com 

Hall Office: 0121 426 2908 

www.moorpoolheritagetrust.org.uk 

(Continued on page 9) 
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Company 

Our aim is to be as green as your garden 

All aspects of garden maintenance/tree 

surgery/landscaping/fencing/hedge 

trimming/mowing/weeding/rotovating 

ponds. All waste fully recycled. 

Call Simon for a free quotation 

07928 677594 

or e-mail 

greengardeningcompany193@gmail.com 

Discounted service available. 

Enhanced CRB available 

for your peace of mind. 

Update on Hall Activities (cont) 

I would like to also introduce Jess, our placement student 

this year who started at the end of July and has already 

been getting stuck in with various activities. 

Hi, 

I’m Jess, I’m a soon to be second year Ancient History and 

Archaeology student at the University of Birmingham. I’m 

carrying out a work experience placement here at Moor Pool 

Hall as a part of a module for my second year. I’ve always 

been fascinated by history from a young age, I have a key 

interest in the Romans, as well as some aspects of modern 

history (I have a weird fascination with the Kennedy’s, 

especially JFK). I find the history of the Hall and the estate 

very interesting; the garden city concept is not something 

that you come across all too often. As a result, I am looking 

forward to working in and around the historic location. 

Furthermore, I am very excited at the prospect of educating 

others and aiding with the preservation of the site.  

I’m assisting with events run by the Moor Pool Heritage 

Trust, as well as working on some projects for the Heritage 

Festival in September, including a themed walking tour 

around the estate. I’ve found the activities at the Eco centre; 

as well as the Lego workshop in the Lower Hall that I’ve 

taken part in to be quite enjoyable and I’m looking forward 

to taking part in other activities throughout the placement. 

My aim for this placement is to develop my research skills, 

as well as gaining experience in a heritage setting and 

socialising with new people (as I can be quite shy…). 

Arguably this placement has not a lot in common with the 

setting of my degree as I’m usually more focussed on much 

older periods of history. However, this placement is more of 

an opportunity for me to gain some much needed work 

experience which will look good on my CV when I come to 

graduate in a couple years’ time. I will also be helping out/ 

will have helped out at the Decathlon event taking place on 

Sunday the 31st of July, I look forward to meeting some of 

you there. 

As a final note I would like to mention the theme for this 

year’s Heritage festival, ‘Astounding Inventions’. I’m 

assisting Barbara in the creation of displays based around 

this theme so look out for those (and me) in the lower hall on 

the day. I look forward to meeting some of you during my 

time here, I’m helping out with events on Mondays and 

Thursdays, and as previously mentioned I’ll be here for the 

Decathlon and the Heritage Festival.  

http://www.moorpool.com
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Education Update from Louise Deakin, Education, Engagement and Outdoors Officer 

Hi everyone, and goodbye. By the time you read this I will 

have left Moor Pool to take up a full-time role as Heritage 

Engagement Officer at Selly Manor. I am so sad to leave, as 

this has been the best job I’ve ever had. It really wasn’t an 

easy decision, but I am so grateful for the wonderful 

experience I’ve had at Moor Pool, and I’ll be back to 

volunteer!  

This is my last Duck update and there is a summer full of 

activities for everyone to look forward to. We have 

already had a busy Lego Workshop and activities in the 

Eco Centre. All were well attended and there’s more to 

come (details below). 

The formal education sessions have come to an end for the 

year, but please do bear Moor Pool in mind if you are a 

teacher or teaching assistant looking for something for next 

term. As always, details of the sessions are on the website 

www.moorpoolhall.com and my replacement should be in 

post by the autumn.   

The Community Allotment which is managed by 

volunteers over the age of 50, is still going strong, and 

has had a glut of rhubarb, peas, raspberries and 

gooseberries. Students from Baskerville School picked 

the gooseberries which I baked into a (surprisingly tasty) 

gooseberry and orange cake. They enjoyed it with a hot 

drink when they returned to school after their last visit 

of the academic year. It’s great that we can support local 

SEN students like this, so that they gain experience in the 

community. They will be back next year. 

We also had a visit from a group of Brownies who took part 

in activities in the Eco Centre for their Grow Your Own 

badge. They replanted the sunflowers (sowed at Easter), 

raked and riddled two raised beds, and harvested fruit and 

vegetables from the Community Allotment.   

Last week, with the expertise of Phil, Roger, and Nigel 

(and some small assistants), we built a compost heap and 

bug hotel at the Eco Centre. The compost will help us 

grow fruit, vegetables, herbs, and flowers. The bug hotel 

guests will repay us by pollinating the plants and helping 

to control pests. In the winter the hotel will be a nice 

place for them to hibernate. 

A few weeks ago we were fortunate to have a history talk 

about Evie Nettlefold by curator of Winterbourne, Henrietta 

Lockhart. Evie was the eldest daughter of John Sutton 

Nettlefold and achieved many amazing things, having 

followed her father into public life. One of the photos used 

in the PowerPoint proved Evelyn Nettlefold (who was part 

of the Tree Lovers League) had a hand in the planting of the 

willow tree on the Corner of Margaret Grove and Moor Pool 

Avenue. Martin from Nettlefold Garden suggested a plaque 

could be purchased to commemorate this, and Simon, 

(chairman of Moor Pool Heritage Trust) has agreed- so 

watch this space! There are more history talks planned for 

the autumn.  

Free summer activities: 

Monday 8th August (11 – 12 ) 

Carless Eco Centre 

For adults and children 

Join us for sun printing. Cyanotype is an early form of 

photography invented in 1841. It involves using iron salts to 

make an image with a distinctive blue colour. All materials 

will be provided but bring along any leaves, flowers, 

feathers, and 2D shapes that you would like to use.  

Thursday 11th August (10.30 – 12.30) 

For families 

Take part in a Lego building workshop - what will you 

create? 

Drop-in session in Main Hall (The Circle). 

Tea and coffee will be available to purchase (cash only) 

Activity suitable for 1 - 99 years.  

Monday 15th August (11 – 12) 

Carless Eco Centre 

For adults and children 

Join us for bookmark making by pounding flowers and 

leaves. All materials will be provided but bring along any 

leaves and flowers you’d like to have on your bookmark.  

Monday 22nd August (11 – 12) 

Carless Eco Centre 

For adults and children 

Join us for stone decorating. Paint an animal, plant, person, 

or a word on a stone. Take your stone home or choose to 

leave it in the Eco Centre.  

Thursday 25th August (10.30 – 12.30) 

For families 

Take part in a Lego building workshop - what will you 

create? 

Drop-in session in Main Hall (The Circle). 

Tea and coffee will be available to purchase (cash only) 

Activity suitable for 1 - 99 years.  

During activities at the Eco Centre, there’ll also be the 

opportunity to water and plant in the raised beds. All 

activity is FREE. To access the Eco Centre use the pathway 

opposite Highbrow, on Carless Avenue, or the passageway 

on Wentworth Gate. The Eco Centre is wheelchair 

accessible. There is currently no toilet on site. 

I want to say a BIG THANK YOU to the trustees, 

volunteers (Lego workshops, history talks, Eco Centre 

activities), Maureen for helping so much with school 

sessions, and Roger for his enormous efforts to turn me 

into a gardener. And of course thank you to Barbara – 

who I shall miss working with so much, especially 

because of her support for my mad ideas – giant carrots 

come to mind! 

I will be back to volunteer and if you’d like to keep in 

touch my email address is louisedeakin96@aol.com 

Hope you all have the BEST summer!  

The cost of the Moor Pool Duck is supported by our advertisers. If you use their services, please mention us. 

http://www.moorpool.com
http://www.moorpoolhall.com
mailto:louisedeakin96@aol.com
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James Ernest 

Optometry 

Harborne’s best kept secret 

 

Exclusive Eye wear from only £79.00 

Our Services 

Comprehensive eye examination 

Contact lens specialist 

Dry eye clinics 

Evening Appointments 

Spectacle re-glazing service 

0121 448 6606 

jeoptometry@gmail.com  

www.jamesernestoptometry.com 

26 The Circle, 

Harborne, 

Birmingham B17 9DY 

http://www.moorpool.com
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August 

C R O S S W O R D  

by  Artemonas 

Membership of Moor Pool Residents’ Association  
I/We wish to join the Moor Pool Residents’ Association 

Name   

Address   

Postcode Phone  

 e-mail  

The annual subscription of £5 per household can be paid by cash or cheque (payable to Moor Pool Residents' Association) delivered to 
the membership secretary, Maureen Mauser at 56 Carless Avenue together with this form. You can also pay by standing order (form 
downloadable from www.moorpool.com) or through online banking to: Moor Pool Residents' Association, sort code 30-19-14, account 
number 03808193. Please also return this slip for our records. All personal data is held in compliance with GDPR.  

Reference if paying by 
electronic transfer: 

Across 

1) Hospital with old vehicle will take you to hell (8) 

5) Fat city’s short way (4) 

9) Gave up when it sounds like new wheels required (7) 

10) Blond learner has panache (5) 

11) Initially a linguist tries out voice (4) 

12) Well, water jumps (7) 

14) Giving out gold in bad ways (6) 

16) Rioted over press boss (6) 

19) Tips away the remaining bottles (7) 

21) Reverse footballer? (4) 

24) Old dictator above some books is stupid (5) 

25) Go back when giving more goodies? (7) 

26) For example, Gilbert and Sullivan at breakfast (4) 

27) Yes, we nod to start the game (4,4) 

Down 

1) Which are part of the animal (4) 

2) Born in South Africa? (5) 

3) An old little cord produces big plant (7) 

4) I dash right round the vegetable (6) 

6) Not in favour of a win on the road (7) 

7) Rosy ride doesn’t turn out to be much (8) 

8) Some oaf argues from a distance (4) 

13) May have side sticker (8) 

15) Could the pig on the lawn become a bird? (7) 

17) Beat Des at arguments (7) 

18) Mostly place for the cigarette ends but was 
lost (6) 

20) Radio takes only a little bit (4) 

22) Colour in company belief system (5) 

23) Backs Brazilian, for example, to knock out (4) 

1   2   3   4     5 6   7 

                8         

9               10         

                          

  11         12             

13                         

14   15         16 17         

            18             

19       20       21   22     

                        23 

24           25             

                          

26         27               

Sudoku 
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